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TEXT:  Matthew 13:24-43 
THEME: CHRIST CARES FOR HIS FIELD 

1. You Are All Sons of the Kingdom 
2. We Have Work to Do until the Harvest 

 
Dear Christian Friends: 
 

Last weekend, we considered Jesus’ parable of the sower and the seed, and we 
talked a bit about parables in general.  Jesus’ parables usually begin with the words, 
“The kingdom of heaven is like…”  Now, by that he does not mean that he is 
going to tell us something about that place that we call heaven—the place where 
God dwells and where our souls go when they leave our bodies.  He’s actually going 
to tell us about God’s kingdom down here, about how his heavenly grace rules in the 
hearts of his people on earth. 
 
Today we are going to look at Jesus’ parable of the weeds among the wheat.  With 
his first disciples, we are going to ask our Savior to “explain to us the parable of 
the weeds in the field.”   
 
YOU ARE ALL SONS OF THE KINGDOM 
In this parable, Jesus paints a beautiful picture for us.  We see him as the sower, 
patiently and lovingly planting good seed.  He places faith in people and plants them 
in this world to produce beautiful fruits of faith. 
 
We need to remember that Jesus spoke this parable to a crowd in public.  But he 
explained its meaning only to his disciples in private.  The people were left to 
wonder about the meaning.  Jesus often did this as a way to intrigue his listeners.  
He wanted to leave them a bit puzzled at times so that they would continue to come 
to him for answers. 
 
Usually when Jesus talks about the good seed in a parable he is referring to the 
Word of God.  But here he tells us that “the good seed stands for the sons of the 
kingdom.”  The sons of the kingdom are those who have been brought to faith by 
the Holy Spirit working through God’s Word.  Our Lord fills his field with his 
believers.  The world belongs to him.  He populates it with his people.   
 
We might wonder why Jesus refers to all believers as “sons” regardless of gender.  
The apostle Paul speaks in a similar way when he writes, “You are all sons of God 
through faith in Christ Jesus” (Ga 3:26).  Both Jesus and Paul call believers 
sons, and that includes females who trust in Jesus as their Savior. 
 
They did that for an important reason but that reason is sometimes lost today when 
modern Bible translations choose to translate the Greek word for “sons” as 
“children.”  Today both sons and daughters receive an inheritance from their 
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parents.  For example, when I am gone, my daughter and two sons will share 
equally in my debt.  But back in Bible times, the sons alone received the inheritance.  
Jesus and Paul call all believers sons because they want to assure all of us—male 
and female—that we will inherit the blessings of Christ’s kingdom. 
 
Men and women, boys and girls—we are all “sons of the kingdom” through faith in 
Christ!  He blesses all of us equally with the gifts of his grace.  In him, we have the 
forgiveness, full and free, of all our sins and peace with God in time and for eternity.  
All of us who continue to trust in Jesus until our dying day will also inherit the 
treasures of glory that Christ purchased for us with his blood, sweat, and tears.  
Heaven is our home!  A crown of glory awaits us all! 
 
CUE 21/23—But in the meantime, WE HAVE WORK TO DO UNTIL THE 
HARVEST.  Our Lord who came in grace is coming again in glory.  When he comes, 
his angels will separate the weeds from the wheat.  Between now and then, we have 
work to do.  The Bible tells us, “God our Savior…wants all men to be saved and 
to come to a knowledge of the truth” (1 Tm 2:4).  What our Savior-God wants, we 
also want. 
 
The devil loves it when Christ’s kingdom gets sidetracked.  He’s happy when we 
pour our time, energy, and resources into trying to make this world a better place 
instead of doing all that we can so that precious souls are saved for the best place, 
heaven. 
 
By God’s grace we know what the final harvest will mean for us:  a perfect paradise 
free from the effects of sin forever.  Because Christ washed us clean of our sins and 
covered our dirt with his clean clothes, we look forward with confidence to his 
coming.  Because our Lord rose from his tomb alive and well, we look forward to 
rising from our graves with glorified bodies.  Body and soul, we will dwell with God in 
a place where it’s all good, at all times, for time without end.   
 
From God’s Word, we also know what the final harvest will mean for all who rejected 
God’s love in Christ:  a horrible place called hell where nothing good ever happens 
again. 
 
From our Savior’s lips we also what he wants us to do before he returns at the end 
of time.  He has told us, “Go and make disciples of all nations” (Mt 28:19).  Our 
primary goal as sons of the kingdom is not to try to rid this world of evil but to 
shower Christ’s field with God’s grace.  We leave the weeds to our Lord’s angels to 
handle at the harvest.  Until then, we do all that we can to scatter the good seed of 
God’s Word for the saving of precious souls.  Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

Dear Lord, our world is in love with the word love.  Yet so many do 
not realize what love truly means.  You have shown us love in 
Jesus.  You have given us instructions on what love in marriage is:  
commitment, contentment, companionship, and consideration.  
Marriage is not a social contract but a blessing from you for the 
benefit of the couple, their children, and our world. Help every 
husband and wife renew their appreciation for each other every day 
as a gift from you to each other.  When struggles arise, remind them 
to look back at why they married and rekindle their love for each 
other.  Bless our efforts at strengthening marriages through the 
Healthy Marriage classes that begin this Friday. 
 
Beloved God, help us in every way possible to learn about your 
Word and treasure it.  Let us loudly and boldly proclaim the truth of 
your Word, especially when it is attacked and misused.  We praise 
you for giving us the knowledge of your salvation to use and share.  
Amen. 
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Children’s Message—Pentecost 9A, Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 
 

Gizmo—Am I a weed? 
Pastor—No, Gizmo, you are not a weed. 
 

G:  I’m wheat, then? 
P:  Yes, you are wheat. 
 

G:  What a relief!  Because that parable… 
P:  …the one Jesus told in today’s Gospel lesson? 
 

G:  Right!  That parable was pretty scary. 
P:  It was. 
 

G:  It started innocently enough.  A farmer planted some wheat seeds. 
P:  That sounds like something a farmer would do. 
 

G:  But then, things get scary.  The farmer’s enemy sneaked onto the farmer’s field and 
planted WEEDS!  Wheat and weeds were in the same field together! 

P:  What a mess! 
 

G:  And there wasn’t anything the farmer could do about it. 
P:  Not yet anyway. 
 

G: Nope, the farmer had to wait for the harvest and then everything was cut down and 
gathered together.  But the weeds were separated out.  They were tied up and burned in a 
huge fire. 

P:  Youch! 
 

G:  And the wheat was gathered into the farmer’s barn. 
P:  That IS a scary parable—what with the enemy and  the weeds and the fire. 
 
G:  I just need to check again.  I’m not a weed, am I? 
P:  Of course not, Gizmo.  You are wheat!  You are God’s special WHEAT. 
 

G:  And you? 
P:  I’m wheat, too. 
 

G:  And all of these people? 
P:  Wheat!  Every single one.  Jesus didn’t tell this parable to scare us.  He told it to explain why 

bad things happen.  To explain the presence of evil in the world.  To tell Christians how to deal 
with bad, very bad, people.   

 

G:  Why are there bad people? 
P:  Well, we know that the devil is involved.  He’s the enemy who planted the weeds—the bad 

people.  And we know that bad things are going away any time soon—not until the harvest—
Judgment Day.  But we do find out something very important—God is in control. 

 

G:  You mean, the farmer? 
P:  Right!  God…the farmer…may need to let bad things…the weeds…grow for a while.  But, in the 

end, everything will work out the way it is supposed to. 
 
G:  The weeds will get what’s coming to them… 
P:  And the wheat will be gathered safely into the barn. 
 

G:  And I’m wheat!  I’m going to God’s barn! 
P:  Because of Jesus, all of us who believe in him are going to God’s barn. 

G:  Amen! 


